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    Buxted Parish Council
Buxted
Parish Council came into being in 1894 when the present system of Parish
Councils was instituted to give rural communities a voice. Buxted Parish covers
some 7,000 acres with an electorate of about 2,500 out of a population of
3,200. It encompasses the villages of Buxted, High Hurstwood and Five Ash Down.
The
parish is divided into two wards – Buxted/Five Ash Down (10 councillors) and
High Hurstwood (5 councillors). Councils are elected for a term of 4 years.
Council meetings are held on the second Tuesday in every month (except August),
alternating between Buxted Reading Room, High Hurstwood Village Hall and Five
Ash Down Village Hall, at 19.30. Meetings agendas are displayed one week in
advance on the Parish notice boards in Buxted (on the Ionides Trust site), High
Hurstwood (near The Hurstwood pub) and in Five Ash Down (outside the Village
Hall) and on the website. The agenda includes a list of any planning
applications received from Wealden District Council for consultation. All
meetings of the Council and its committees are open to the public, who are
welcome to ask questions or raise issues with the Council before the meetings
formally begin.
An
early requirement was to provide allotments, which we do. Councils can also
support arts and crafts; contribute to maintenance of churchyards; protect
commons, provide buildings for public meetings, functions and entertainment,
maintain public footpaths and bridleways (jointly with ESCC), provide footway
lighting (we don’t), provide and maintain public open spaces, and comment on
planning applications.
We
also take an active interest in highways matters, policy and our environment
(e.g. trees and hedgerows). More and more we have to comment on government
policies for local government and voice our electors’ concerns.
Parish
assets include Buxted Reading Room, two recreation grounds (Buxted and High
Hurstwood), two allotment areas  in Buxted (recently re-generated) and
High Hurstwood, children’s play areas in Buxted and High Hurstwood, and two bus
shelters. The budget is set annually over the period October to December.
Planned expenditure less income forms the ‘Parish Precept’ which is levied as
part of annual Council Tax. Apart from meeting general running expenses of the
council – specifically employing our Parish Clerk – the council makes grants to
local organisations and contributes to local projects e.g. Buxted Traffic
calming.
The
Parish Council recognises the burden of Council Tax but is also conscious of
local needs for improvements in the Parish that increasingly are not being
covered by either County or District as they seek to keep within national
government budgets. Before increasing Precept to cover costs of local
improvements such as the recent traffic calming, the Parish Council ensures
that such improvements are what our electorate want and are prepared to pay
for.
Councillors
sit on various committees (e.g. Finance, Planning, Communications) and outside
bodies (e.g. Ionides Trust, Buxted Community Hall Trust). Each keeps an eye on
different parts of the Parish, e.g. for planning purposes and trees.



















Our
Parish Clerks, Beccy Macklen & Claudine
Feltham (01435 515219) clerk@buxted-pc.gov.uk, who act as the Council’s ‘proper
officers’ on the Council’s behalf and under its direction. 
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                Buxted Annual Assembly 2024
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                                The Wealden Local Plan has been published and the consultation has started. This runs from 5pm on Friday 15th March 2024 to 5pm on Friday 10th May 2024 and sets out the vision for development and associated environment and infrastructure up until 2040.
Development has been allocated in Buxted and Ringles Cross/Five Ash Down and we would need your views so the Parish Council can provide feedback to Wealden and our local WDC Councillor.
Please come along to the Annual Assembly to look at the allocated sites and tell us what you think.
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                Surveys released to capture residents’ opinions on climate change in Wealden 
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                                Residents and organisations across Wealden are
being asked to take part in
a climate change survey. 
Wealden District
Council is creating a new Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan and is asking
residents across Wealden to take part in a survey to gather opinions on climate
change action in the district. 
The
survey takes on average 15 minutes to answer and the views and opinions expressed
from feedback will help to form
the new strategy and plan, and ensure it
meets the needs of local communities, captures climate action taking place
already and reflects future priorities.
A council spokesperson said, “We are committed
to promoting sustainable development and enhancing the quality of life for
residents and businesses across the district. Through collaborative efforts and
community engagement, we strive to address pressing environmental challenges
and build a vibrant, resilient future for Wealden.”











To
complete the surveys, visit Climate Change | Let's Talk Wealden. The survey will be open for eight weeks
and closes Friday 10 May 2024 at 12pm. For more information residents can
contact the Climate Change team at sustainability@wealden.gov.uk
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